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RURAL CLERGY 


OF THE 


Diocele of Bath and Wells. 


My Reverend Brethren, 


I has been my Misfortune to 
be miſunderſtood and miſre- 
preſented, and to paſs under 
your Cenſures as a Perſon of 
unſound or unchriſtian Prin- 
ciples. But I am not more 
conſcious of my own Innocence, than ſa- 
tisfied of your upright Intentions; nor do 
I impute the wrong Impreſſions that have 
been made upon you, but to the Warmth 
of the Times, and the fertile Inventions of 
two or three Perſons; in whoſe Conſtitu- 
tion Malice is the predominant Planet, who 
A 3 one 
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one time or other muſt repent of their In- 
juries, and whom I pray God to forgive. 


To ſpeak in general; as J have no Accu- 
ſation or Complaint againſt you, ſo I am 
ſincerely ambitious of your good Opinion 
and Amity. Indeed the preſent Conjun- 
&ure ſeems to be ſuch, as requires an Ob- 
livion of all Animoſity, and a cordial Uni- 
on among all Proteſtants, eſpecially among 
the Miniſters of the Church Eſtablith'd in 
this (once happy) Kingdom. For this 
Church of Chriſt that was formerly the 
Joy, ſeems now to be rather the Envy of 
the Earth; and tho' it be apparent that the 
whole Reformation muſt ſuffer with her, 
and periſh in her Ruins; yet thro' an unac- 
countable Blindneſs and fatal Stupidity, 
each different Sect or Conventicle in the 
Nation are eagerly joining with Papiſts 
and Infidels to run down and demoliſh 


her. 


It therefore concerns her Sons and Friends 
to be more than ever on their Guard; to 
maintain the ſtricteſt Union among them- 
ſelves, and to beware of all inteſtine Divi- 
fions and i intemperate Diſputes, as they tend 
directly to expoſe and betray her to the 
common Enemy, 


The 
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The Seaſon therefore will excuſe my ad- 
drefling you, my Learned Brethren, with 
more than ordinary Fervency ; as a Chri- 
ſt ian and Brother I affectionately ſalute you, 
I defire a Reconciliation, and propole an 
Eclairciſement; I aſſure you of my Re- 
ſpecs, I offer you my Service, and court 
your Friendſhip. I beg we may conſider 
the Fate of a Houſe divided againſt telf; 
and not only regard our general Relation as 
Men, Engliſimen, Chriſtians, Proteſtants ; 
but more 33 that we may remember 
we are Fellow-Labourers in the Vineyard, 
Soldiers united under the great Captain of 
our Salvation; and never forget that mutu- 
al Love is both the Badge of our Profeſſi- 
on, and our chief Defence againſt the fiery 
Aſſaults of the Devil and his Agents. 


'Tis very poſſible there may be Miſtakes 
or different Opinions in the Conduct of our 
Warfare; but theſe ſhould be explain'd, 
corrected and decided in the Spirit of 
Meckneſs. For my own part, I am far 
from preſuming that I was never in the 
wrong, but I am ſure I am no Heretick; I 
may have liv'd in Errors, but am loth to 
die in them: For this reafon 1 apply myſelf 
to you; to Perſons whoſe Learning con- 
vinces me of your Ability, whoſe Charity 

and 
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and Goodneſs aſſure me of your Willing 
neſs to rectify my Miſtakes. 


T ſhall not (as is common on ſuch Occa- 
ſions) take the Opportunity to boaſt of my 
Performances, or lay claim to your Praiſes ; 
but only deſire you will indulge me the Li- 
berty of pleading my Innocence. And tho 
in Charity and Equity the Preſumption is 
on my Side, and the Onus proband: on my 
Accuſers; yet as I voluntarily put myſelf at 
your Bar; as in matters of Scandal the E- 
nemy is in Ambuſh, and the Arrow in the 
dark; I am obliged to make my Defences 
at random, and my Apologies in general. 


J declare then (before the Searcher of 
Hearts) chat I have ever lived, and hope to 
die, in the true Faith of Chriſt, as ex- 
plain'd, profeſs'd, and publickly exerciſed 
by the Church of FEugland. I not only 
comply with it for Necetlity, Convenience, 
or becaule it is cttabliſhed ; but I would (re 
wtegra) vote for its Eſtabliſnment. I am 
tond of it, zealous for it, and not only 
look upon it as conſiſtent with, and almoſt 
neceſſary to our civil Form of Government; 
but efteem it moſt agreeable to the pure 
and primitive Inſtitution, and ſuch as the 
firſt Chriſtians (in our Circumſtances ) 


would probably very gladly have embraced. 
Accord- 
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Accordingly I have ever defended my 
Religion ſo underſtood (according to my 
Talents) without the leaſt Exception, Re- 
ſerve or Equivocation: I do not know of 
any one of its Articles that I have in Word 
or Writing contradicted or oppoſed, or any 
Part of its Diſcipline that I have deſigned- 
ly neglected. As this has been my Praclice, 
I alſo look upon it as my Duty; and have 
ever concluded the Maxim of the Apoſtle, 
that he who laboureth at the Altar ſhould live 
by it, to be equally true it taken converti- 
bly, that he who liveth by it ſhould labour at 
4. 


It has always been my Opinion (and I 
have bluntly maintain'd it where it has been 
leſs agreeable) that when any Society (Ci- 
vil or Religious) agree voluntarily to ſettle 
a Stipend upon any Man or Body of Men, 
it may do it upon its ow-r Terms; and who- 
ſoever, under a pretended Compliance with 
theſe Terms, receives or enjoys ſuch Sti- 
pend, without performing the Conditions 
annex'd according to the fair, natural, a- 
vowed, obvious Meaning of the Society 
who beſtow'd it, that all ſuch are publick 
Cheats, (and in caſe an Oath intervenes) 
perjur'd Impoſtors. For tho an Oath or 
Subſcription, in Points 1 Speculation, mn 
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be admitted to affect the Conſcience only at 
the Time of making them, and not to bar 
or forecloſe any future Conviction or bet- 
ter Information; yet where a Condition is 
annexed, a Truſt repoſed, or a Benefit re- 
ceived ; it ſeems indiſputable, that as lon 
as a Man continues to enjoy this T7, and 
to receive the Advantage, he enjoys them 
only under the Conditions and Obligations 
in which he at firſt became entitled to them; 
and conſequently every Penny he takes, by 
vertue of that Oath or Subſcription, muſt 
be underſtood to be a freſh Acknowledg- 
ment and Ratification of them, 


In all Caſes, a demanding of the Wages 
is a full and explicit Confeſſion of the Du- 
ty; and taking ſuch Wages, after a Man's 
Conſcience tells him he has not done or 
cannot do the Work, 1s not only a Rob- 
bery of any ſuch Perſons as are deprived 
of the Employment by this Act of Hypo- 
criſy, but it is a moſt flagitious Cheat on 
the Society or Government that pays him, 


and a molt impious Affront to the God of 


Heaven, whoſe Name he has profaned to 
to quality himſelf for the telonious Uſur- 
pation, 


As (I ay) every Society have an arbitra- | 


ry Right to diſpoſe of their Dignities, Pre- 
terments, 
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ferments, or Offices, and a Right to pre- 
4 {cribe the Terms and Qualifications on 
which they are to be conferr'd; and as in 
Caſes of Opinion or Faith they can take no 
other Security but the Oaths, Subſcrip- 
3 tions, or Profeſſions of thoſe upon whom 
they confer ſuch Grants; it neceſſarily fol- 


2 lows, that all Occaſonal Compliance with 
4 ſuch Rules of the Society, all inſtantane- 
Ai ous giving ſuch Teſts, or making ſuch Pro- 
2 feſſions or Subſcriptions (without after- 
: wards ſtanding to them ſincerely, or re- 
o nouncing them honeſtly) muſt be under- 
{tood to be a premeditated Fraud, a fort of 
8 Forgery of a Title to Eſtate or Honour, 
8 an aſſuming a falſe Name or Perſon to u- 
5 ſurp the Inheritance, a drawing the Sheep- 
b ikin over the Body of the Wolf to creep 
. into the Fold: Nor can a Proceeding ot 
J this Nature be juſtified, but on ſuch Grounds 
4 and Arguments, as plainly and inevitably 
. tend to the Deſtruction both of Church 


and State, the Ruin and Subverſion of all 
33 Government, Society, and even Trade and 
1 Commerce among Men. 


I rake this to be a chief Spring of the 
| late furious and violent Motion to take off 
| the Teſt. It is not my Province to rebuke 

or repeat the Inſolence of the Diſſenters on 


1 this Occaſion; nor ſhall I enquire why ſuch 
B 2 loud 


181 


loud Demands, ſuch rude Intimations and 
(almoſt treaſonable) Menaces did not meet 
with a ſeverer Reprimand. His gracious 
Majeſty has indeed (more like a Father 
than a K g) given them to underſtand 
that no Alteration 1s to be made in the 
Et ft: But ſome of the C t Wri- 
ters have condeſcended to wheedle, and in 
a fawning abject manner to expoſtulate with 
them, What they could enjoy more (by ſuch 
a Bill) than they do already enjoy by their 
Occational Conformity? To this ly Que- 
ſtion they are able ro make a much witer 
Anſwer; yea, I am able to anſwer for them, 
that ther could enjoy a greater Tranquillity 
of Conſcience. The Removal of the Teſt 
would remove a Load that mult give great 
Uncaſineſs to every Mind that is not loſt 
to a Senſe of Religion or common Hone- 
ſty. It would eaſe them of the Terror and 
Confuſion of Guilt, and ſtifle that Worm 
that is perpetually gnawing the Souls of 
thoſe that let themſelves in that which they 
condemn. 


The Intelligent among them are well ap- 
priz'd that their Practice and Allowance of 


Occa/ional Conformity (notwithſtanding the 


legal Penalty be diſcharg'd) is a Scandal to 
their Aſſemblies. They are painfully con- 
ſcious that this ſhametul Contrivance is a 

Trick 


1 
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Trick and Prevarication with God and the 
Civil Magiſtrate, and what they neither 


approve in themſelves nor would excuſe in 


others. 


They feel it alſo to be a deadly Cramp 
on the Arguments by which they us'd to 
defend their Separation, and that it has ut- 
terly drown'd the moſt plauſible Part of 
their Cant againſt the Church. Formerly 
their Accuſations ran high; that it was no 
leſs than Superſtition, H i-Wworſhip, Pro- 
fanation, Popery, Idolatry, to join in the 
legal Communion; bur ſince this fatal Col- 
luſion, they are forced to acquit us of the 
Unlawfulneſs and Sin, for fear of a Repar- 
tee, that then the Saints w1ll fin as oft as they 
have Occa/icn. 


Thus are they tied down by Chains of 
their own forging, to Shadows and Cere- 
monies; and reduc'd to cavil about Things 
indifferent and merely human; in ſhort, to 
ſquabble like querulous and noiſy Children 
in the Market. 


So that the Controverſy betwixt our 
Church and her Adverſaries ( efpecially 
the Preſbyterfans) is finally reduc'd to this 
one ſhort Queſtion, Whether the Majority 
er Minority ſhall be Fudges in the Externals 


of 
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of Religion ? They will not deny but the 
People of England are a Society of Chri- 
{tians, or a Civil - Society that have agreed 
to protels and exerciſe the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. That this Religion cannot be cxer— 
ciſcd without the Intervention of human 
Ordinances, is confeſs'd and vouch'd by their 
own Practice, and the Practice of every 
Church upon Earth. That ſuch Ordi- 
nances are made and ſettled for this Socie- 
ty by the Majority or Rulers of the faid So- 
ciety, is notorious, confeſs'd, and the very 
Thing complain'd of. (I uſe the Majority 
and the Rulers as Terms equivalent, be- 
cauſe the Rulers were from the Beginning 
conſtituted by, and are the proper Repre- 
ſentatives of, the Majority; and indeed the 
Members of the eſabliſh'd Church may 
be atiirined to be a very great Majority in 
every Senſe of the Word.) When they 
therctore object againſt the Ordinances ſo 
made and ſettled, they plainly ſer up them- 
less as Judges over their Governors or the 
Majority, and demand a Power that by no 
Laws of Society can belong unto them. 


That there be % Diviſions, Schiſms or 
Diſſentions in a Church united under one 
God and Chriſt, is neceſſary for the Peace 

2nd Well-being of ſuch Church, and the 
Decency of God's Worſhip, as well as e- 
vident 
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vident from the Precept of the Apoſtle and 


the common Conſent of Mankind. For 
avoiding ſuch Diviſions, and obtaining ſuch 
Union, it is abſolutely neceſſary that either 
one or the other Party muſt ſubmit; and 
either the Majority (which, I ſay, is al- 
ways imply'd and repreſented by the ſu- 
preme Authority) muſt comply with the 
Diſſenters, (who in every reſpect are Sub- 
jects and a Minority) or elſe the Diſſenters 
with them: And which of theſe Conceſ- 
ſions is moſt juſt and reaſonable will be caſi- 


ly decided. 


After what has been ſaid, to go on to 
pretend to greater Expediency or Decency in 
their Worſhip, is but Tautology, running 
in a Circle, and recurring ſtill to the ſame 
Queſtion. For if Matters of Expediency 
and Decency are referr'd to human Otdi- 
nance and Diſcretion (which, I ſay, is e- 
vident from Scripture, Reaſon, and their 
own Practice) the Society, and conſequent- 
ly the Governors, or Majority of the Society, 
muſt be the only Judges. If a Minority 
of two againſt ten will pretend a Right to 
govern the whole; no Reaſon can be ot- 
ter'd for their Juſtification, but what will 
extend to Infinity, to endleſs Diviſions of 
two againſt a hundred, or one againſt ten 


thouſand. 
The 
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The Excuſe alſo of better Ediſication 
will lead to as endleſs and undecidable Con- 
troverſies. For as every ſingle Perſon will 
take upon him to be the only Judge of his 
own Edification, (as he is of his Taſte or 
Reliſh of Meats) the certain Conlequence 
will be, that one will be tor Paul, another 
for Apollos; one will reliſh the Doctrine of 
a Weaver, another of a Cobler; nor can a 
Diſh ſo unwholſome or unſavoury be in- 
vented, but there will be found vitiated Pa- 
lates to commend it. 


I need not diſpute, but that the Presbyte- 
r1an Teachers have a liberal Education, and 
are furniſhed with ſome Stock of Know- 
ledge and Learning as other Men; yet I hope 
I may pretume that they will hardly pre- 
tend to a Preference in theſe Qualifications 
to the Clergy of the Church. I grant that 
they lay claim to an extraordinary Sanctity, 
and (as is the natural Product of religious 

uarrels, and the conſtant Practice of all 
Sorts of Seducers in every Church and Na- 
tion) they outwardly aſſume a more ſolemn 


and rigid Form of Godlineſs, than thoſe who 


have the Protection and Countenance of rhe 
Laws, and whoſe Revenues are not uncer- 
tain and precarious: However, as they are 
but Men, as they have Paſſions, Appetites, 

and 
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and Intereſts in common with their Fellow 
Chriſtians, and as their Doctrines, Maxims, 
and Rules of Practice are at beſt but drawn 
from the ſame holy Fountain; I can fee no 
Reaſon why any one ſhould imagine them 
to be purer, more juſt or virtuous than 
thoſe from whom they ſeparate, had they 
not one decent Sin, (which I could almoſt 
wiſh were borrowed on ſome Occaſions by 
a few of the other Side) the Sin of Ho- 
criſy, to put a Cloak over the reſt, 


But from what has been obſcrved, it will 
appear to what Streights the leading Diſ- 
ſenters have brought their Party by Occa- 


fional Conformity; by allowing the Lawful- 


neſs of communicating with us for the take 
of Preferment. For now the Deciſion of 
the Point betwixt them and the Church is 
thort and obvious. Ask a Diſſenter the 
Reaſon of his Separation, he dares not plead 
a Communion with us to be unlawful, tor 
fear of the choaking Queſtion that mult 
follow Why do you then join in that 
unlawful Communion for worldly Conſidera- 
t10ns ? ——They are therefore driven to this 
laſt Shift of quarrelling about External, 
and forced to ſet up idle and frivolous Pre- 
tences about Decency, Expediency, and bet- 
ter Edification. But who is the proper 
Judge of tuch Matters? Why, them- 

O ſelves 
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ſelves or their Teachers; — that is (as 1 
ſaid) a Minority of ten, or two in an hun- 
dred, conſtitute themſelves the ſovereign 
Dictators over the Legiſlature, or the whole 
Society. 


What wonder is it then that ſuch Efforts 
are made for the Abrogation of a Law, that 
neceſlarily entangles Men in ſuch inextrica- 
ble Difficulties? They are not ſo entirely 
mortified to this World, as to vanquiſh eve- 
ry Appetite to its Pomps and Preferments: 
their Self-denial is not ſo hearty, but they 
ſtill hanker after a competent Share of 
Power and Authority; and as (the Teſt 
ſubſiſting) theſe are not to be obtain'd 
without Shame to their Cauſe, Scandal to 
their Profeſſion, and a painful Conſciouſ- 
neſs of Worldly-mindedneſs; they muſt 
needs be reſtleſs to remove the Gaul-trap, 
and to make their Path to Place and Profit 
more ſmooth and plauſible, 


We have therefore found them (as was 
reaſonable to expect) very loud and obſtre- 
perous on this darling Subject. A Subject 
it is that deſerves and requires their whole 
Stock of Eloquence: And as the Times have 
lately ſeemed to favour any Attempt upon 
the E/tabli/Þment ; as the paſt Indulgence of 
a gentle Government has increaſed their 

Ambition; 
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Ambition; and as they (fooliſhly and ridi- 
culouſly) flatter themſelves that every Ad- 
verſary to the Church and Clergy is a Friend 
to their Conventicles; no wonder they 
have taken the fair Opportunity to ſet forth 
ſuch florid and pompous Declamations a- 
gainſt this hated Curb; or (to uſe their 
own Terms) this wnchriftian Perſecution, 
this Violation of Liberty, this Invaſion of 
natural Right, this Profanation of the ſa- 
cred Ordinance. 


The Separatiſts themſelves I heartily 
forgive, and pray God to forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. "They think 
they are pleading for their own Intereſt ; 
they poſſibly believe their own Way tobe beſt, 
and that the aboliſhing the Te/t may be a 
Means to introduce it. Theſe, I ſay, may, 
for ought I know, be the ſanguine Imagi- 
nations of ſome warm Diſſenters; and in 
this Light, the Religion I profeſs both o- 
bliges me to forgive them and to walk cir- 
cumſpectly with them. But if any that are 
viſible Conformi/ts to the Eſtabliſhment; if 
any who pretenda Friendſhip to the Church 
of England; more eſpecially have Autho- 
rity in her, fatten in her Revenues, are 
cloathed with her Honours, and in the 
moſt ſolemn manner have undertaken her 
Defence; If ſuch, I ſay, ſhould happen to 

| C2 be 
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be found among the Promoters of theſe in- 
famous Libels, if they join to defame and 
pull down her Incloſures, to expoſe her to 
a Party who they know would tubvert her, 
and to ſap her Authority by depretiating her 
Sacraments, and rendring her Orders and 
Initicucions contemptible: I cannot but 
look on them as Prodigies of Iniquity, Im- 
piety, and Ingratitude; and it requires a 
no leſs Prodigy of Patience to name them 
with Decency. 


But leaving Declamation and Exclama- 
tion for the Ute of the M orthies J have been 
ſpeaking of; I could eaſily ſhe the Levity 
ot their Arguments, were I writing to Gen- 
tlemen that needed Information. You ve— 
ry well know how powerfully, how unan- 
(werably, our Law has been defended both 
in Word and Writing, both w:th77 Deors 
and without ; nor is it poſſible to deny the 
Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs of it, without 
alſo denying either the People of England 
to be a viſible Society of Chriſtians, or that 
ſuch a Society has a Right (as well as all 
other Societies in the World) to make Laws 
and Proviſions for its Peace and Security. 


If the King and People of England be a 
viſible Society or Church of Chriſtians ; if, 
as ſuch, they haye Authority to ordain and 
eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh the outward Forms of God's Wor- 


ſhip (according to the Apoſtle) for the bet- 
ter Decency of its Performance; it necetla- 
rily follows, that they muſt have Authori- 
ty to encourage thoſe who comply with 
that Form, and labour in it, by ſuch Privi- 
leges or Rewards as they ſhall deem proper. 
Again, if ſuch Society have a Right to aſ- 


ſign Rewards for thoſe, who labour in their 


Service; they muſt alſo have a Right to re- 


ject and repulſe all Intruders, who would 


lay hold on the ſaid Reward without per- 
forming the Service, (a fortior?, thoſe who 
labour to aboliſh it); and conſequently a 
Right to conſider, weigh, and examine the 
Qualifications of every Pretender; other- 
wiſe no viſible Society can ſubſiſt, preſerve 
its Peace, or protect its Members. 


Theſe Arguments, with divers others of 
the like Importance, have been fo much 
more fully and firmly urged by abler Hands, 
(particularly by the late moſt judicious 
Dr. Rogers), that it is as impotlible for you 
not to be Maſters of them, as for me to im- 
prove them; nor is there the leaſt Occaſion 
tor me at this Time to hint them to you, 
(my Reverend Brethren), but only to con- 
vince you, that (in ſome Caſes at leaſt) I 
have the Honour to fall into your own Way 
of thinking. But this I attirm, that, ſuch 

as 
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as they are, they cannot be anſwered but 
on ſuch Principles and Poſtulata, as muſt 
neceſſarily overturn all Authority and Su- 
premacy, all Subordination and Subjection, 
and, m ſhort, all Union and Society upon 


Earth. 


But there is one Objection, or Shape of 
an Objection, that our Adverſaries {till ſeem 


to be highly fond of. An Objection that 


reliſhes with ſcrupulous Palates, for that it 
carries an Air of Zeal for Religion, (tho 
often uſed by Men who have no Religion at 
all), a pious Concern for God's Glory, and 
the Purity of his Ordinances. 'The Ob- 
jection I mean is, That it (the Teſt) is a 
Prophanation of the holy Euchariſt to tem- 
poral Ends and Uſes, a Proſtitution of the 
moſt ſacred and ſolemn Ordinance of the Son 
of God, (for in this venerable Dreſs is this 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper introduced 
on theſe Occaſions; which at other times 
is no more than a Grace Cup, or a Comme- 
moration of a Friend) 70 the fordid Views 
and Intereſts of a Party, a Stile to climb over 
znto a paltry Office, an * e Path to Pro- 
fit and Preferment; and of conſequence 
molt likely to be taken and frequented by 
mercenary, ambitious, and unworthy Per- 
ſons, whoſe Eyes are ſo fix'd on the tem- 
poral Advantages, that they greedily eat 
Damnatign to themſelves. 


This 


[ 19 ] 


This Objection has ſuch a Brow of Im- 
portance, that it is not to be paſs d by with- 
out ſome Reſpect. For as nothing is to be 
admitted on any Pretence of Human Con- 
weniency, that is an Affront to God, or a 
Diminution of the Dignity of Chriſt's In- 
ſtitutions; if theſe Gentlemen have honeſt- 
ly repreſented the Tat, and given us the 
Queſtion in a fair Light; the more will be 
the Dithculty to remove their Scruples, or 


to ſatisfy the Conſciences of Men truly 
pious. 


But the Truth is, they play the Jugglers 
with their gaping Followers, and furnith 
them with Glaſſes that do not only magni- 
ty the Object, but paint it with falſe Co- 
lours, and ſet it on the wrong End. For 
it is Equivocation, Abuſe of Words, and 
perfect Scandal, to affirm or ſuggeſt that 
the Office or Honour are propoſed by the 
Legiſlature either as a Motive or a Reward 
for the Chriſtian Duty of Receiving the Sa- 


crament. No, nor is it juſtly or properly 


{aid that the Law requires a Man to receive 
the Sacrament as a Qualification, &c. It is 
not doing the Duty makes the Qualification, 
but doing it in a 2 Church: The Act 
concerns itſelf only with the Manner how, 
the Place where, and the Perſons with 

'1 whom 
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whom we hold Communion. The Legi- 
flature of England are Chriſtians, and con- 
ſider their Subjects as ſuch: It conſiders 
them as a Church or Society of Chriſtians 
in the Laws and Statutes it makes for their 
Direction. Now as it is very juſtly pre- 
ſum'd that every Chriſtian of Years of 
Diſcretion (at leaſt all ſuch as are fit for 
Office or Truſt in the Government) does 
frequently, conſtantly join in an Act that 
they all own to be their Duty, and that is 
expreſly commanded by the very Author of 
their Profeſſion; the Deſign of the Tet is 
at moſt to require that all the Subjects that 
are in publick Employ ſhould perform that 
Duty in ſuch a Way as has been publickly 
eftabliſh'd : Or rather, its Deſign is to pro- 
cure a Procf, Token, Evidence of Submiſ- 
ſion to, and Approbation of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, as a Security that none ſhall receive 
the Favours of the Government, but who 
are in all Caſes well affected to it. There- 
fore is a proper Certiſicate required that the 
Sacrament has been received in ſome pub- 
lick Church, upon a candid Preſumption 
that every Chriſtian, who conforms in 
greater, will not quarrel for leſſer Matters; 
that every Perſon who communicates with 


the Church is a Member ot it. 


I beg 
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I beg leave to infiſt upon my Diſtinction; 
and to maintain, that the very Duty of re- 
cetving is not the Aim or Object of the Act 
in queſtion, Every Law that is or can be 
made for the Direction of the Actions of 
the Subject, has and mult have one of theſe 
three Ends in View. Either, firſt, to pro- 
hibit ſome Action that otherwiſe (in the O- 
pinion of the Legiſlators) would be done, 
(as the Acts againſt Swearing, Druz- 
kenneſs, Gaming, or the late Statute of Mort- 
main, &c.) Or, ſecondly, to enjorn an Acti- 
on that otherwiſe would not be done, 
(as the Act that obliges every Pariſh to pro- 
vide for the Poor, every Parent to maintain 
his cwn Children, every Perſon to attend 
ſome Place of Divine Worſhip, &c.) Or 
elſe, thirdly, to regulate the Forms and Cir- 
cumſtances of ſomething that was done be- 
fore, (as the Acts tor the Qualifications 
of Knights and Burgeſſes in Parliament, Ju- 
flices of Peace, Ec. and the Act for regula- 
ting common Furies, Cc.) Now, that the 
the Law in queſtion is of the Nature of a 
Prohibition, or that it hinders any Perſon 
from receiving, &c. was never ſaid or ima- 
gined. Neither, ſecondly, can it be called 
an Injunction of an Action that otherwiſe 
would not be done; becauſe the partaking 
of che Lord's Supper was a Duty from the 

D Begin- 
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Beginning, a Duty commanded by a higher 
Authority, and acknowledged and actually 
performed as ſuch both by the Papiſt and 
Proteſtant Diſſenters; nor had we in all pro- 
bability ever heard of the preſent Objection, 

had that Act been only an Injunction barely 
to receive the Sacrament, or to bring a Cer- 
tificate of having in general done that Du- 
ty : for as the Profeſſors of each Religion 
actually did before perform it, ſo thoſe of 
no Religion at all would never have ſcru pled 
it. The A& therefore we are diſcourſing of 
muſt be of the third Claſs, merely circum- 
ſtantial; and circumſtantial it is in two Re- 
ſpects, both as to the Perſons receiving, (the 
Officers civil and military, of whom the Go- 
vernment has the fole and arbitrary Choice 
and Diſpoſition) and as to the Place of re- 
ceiving (it muſt be done in ſome publict 
Church, and a Certificate muſt be brought 


that it was ſo done.) To argue from hence, 


that the divine Part of the Ordinance, the 
very Duty of receiving, &c. is the End of 
the Te, or the Action required by it, is a 
ſophiſtical wreſting the Words of the Law a 
and an Interpretation that no Law of the 
like Nature had ever impoſed upon it. Ma- 
trimony is by ſome maintain'd to be a Sa- 
crament ; by all Chriſtians (I think) eſteem- 
ed an Ordinance of God : But can the hu- 
man Ordinance that directs us how this Con- 


tract 
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tract is to be made, that requires it to be 
ſolemniz'd in publick by Banns or Licence, 
&c. Can this Law or Ordinance (I ſay) 
in any true Senſe or reaſonable Conſtruction 
of the Words, be affirmed to enjoin or ob- 
lige any Perſons to do the Duty or Action 
itſelf, or to enter into that State? Nay, 
could it be properly ſaid to conſtrain Men 
to marry (when they are unfit for that State, 
or when it is againſt their Conſcience) tho' 


there were a ſubſequent Statute to aſſign 


certain Privileges to Perſons ſubmitting to 
be marry'd according to the Forms preſeri- 
bed ? No better Reaſons have we to allow 
that the Teſt obliges Chriſtians to the Du- 


ty of receiving the holy Euchariſt, when 


its whole Intent is in the Nature of a Dire- 
rectory to preſcribe to its Officers and Crea- 
tures How, in what Manner and Place they 
ſhall receive it: Or at moſt it propoſes to 


Perſons conforming and / receiving, ſome 


particular Graces and Favours, that it has 
the arbitrary Diſpoſal of. I ſay it could 
not be the Deſign of the Law to enjoin a 
Duty that all Parties confeſs'd and actually 
pertorm'd ; but to provide that thoſe only 
who perform'd it in Compliance with the 
Laws ſhould be intruſted with any Power 
in the Execution of them. This I take 
to be a juſt, reaſonable, and neceſſary Cau- 
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tion; and, I believe, there never was a Le- 
giflature on Earth but thought it fo, 


But poſſibly at this Time there may be 
more in the Objection, than was foreſeen 
in the Days when the Law was made! It 
was then preſum'd that the Subjects were 
Chriſtians, and, that as Chriſtians, they 
did comply with the plain and expreſs Com- 
mand of Chriſt in Remembrance of him: And 
therefore the Subject Matter of this Act (I 


. ſay) is only the external and ceremonious 
Part of the Inſtitution. 


But if at this happy Seaſon any 
new Star has appear d; If there be any Sect 
of Chriſtians (beſides the Quakers that are 
for no outward or viſible Signs) who hold 
the Euchariſt to be unlawful and finful; or 
if we have any Sect of fine Gentlemen who 
worſhip another God or no God at all; I 
cannot deny but this O Act may be a 
Snare unto their Feet; and the beſt Advice 
I am able to give them is (after a late Pre- 
cedent) to prepare their Addreſſes againſt 
the next Seſſion, and humbly or inſolent- 
ly (as Matters go) to lay before the P t 
their Scruples and Grievances; who poſſi- 
bly may have ſo tender a Regard for tender 
Conſciences, as to deviſe for them a new Te 

purpoſely calculated to eaſe their Qualms, 


and 
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and to tally with their Principles. If any 
Virtuoſo can invent a Knot ſuthcient to hold 
them, it will be doubly uſeful; it will de- 
liver them out of a terrible Temptation, 
which they never yet had the Grace to re- 
ſiſt; and be a better Security to the Eſta- 
bliſhment itſelf, than what we have at pre- 
ſent For I think there is hardly an Ob- 
ſervation more univerſally true, than that 
they who are of no Religion at all, will be of 
any for their Advantage. 


But to indulge the Objection farther than 
is needful, and to admit the full Demands 
of our Opponents; That the Office is propo- 


fed as an Inducement to Chriſtians to perform, 


or a Reward for having performed a Duty 
that God bas required: Could fuch Reward 
and Encouragement of Religion with any 
Face or Conſcience be repreſented as a Pro- 
fanation of it? Were ever ſuch unnatural 
Conſtructions made of any parallel Caſe; 
or was it ever look'd upon as impious or 
immoral, in any Perſons whatſoever, to 
promote Obedience to the Law of God, 
and to imitate the Example he has wiſe- 
ly ſet us, by annexing temporal Ad- 


vantages to the Obſervance of ſpiritual Du- 
ties? 


It 
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It has been always eſteem'd the Office of 
the chief Mlagiſtrate to promote Virtue and 
Religion; and if to the (moſt weighty but) 
remote Sanctions of the Chriſtian Law, 
there be ſuperadded the preſent Favour of 
the Chriſtian Prince, or any legal Privile- 
ges in a Chriſtian Country; it is miracu- 
tous, it is monſtrous, that any Profeſſor of 
that Religion, or any Man of common 
Senſe ſhould be oftended at it, or (at leaſt) 
dare to oppoſe it! (I can hardly forbear 
thinking that ſuch Cordials offer d to the 
Saints of the Oppoſition would cure then: 
of their Scruples.) 


I knew a plain Country Parſon who con- 
itantly invited the Poor of his Communion 
to dine at his Table. Was the honeſt Man 
a Prophaner of God's Ordinance, or did 
he imagine he was laying a Bait to draw 
them into an unworthy Participation in 
Hopes of a Bell y-full? We know tome wile 
Men, who will not buy an Hat or a Pair 
of Shoes but of the Brethren of their own 
Communion ; but will they admit that their 
Tradetimen communicate with a ſordid 
View to the Cu/tom they are to get? Why 
then mult the ſupreme Magiſtrate or Le- 
giflature all of a ſudden (for the Objection 
„ modern, excceding modern) have their 


Hande 
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tiands tied up from doing that which is 
their contetied Duty, and "the very End of 
their Being ; and be denied the Privilege of 
recommending and cheritning the Religion 
they proteſs; the common Pr ivilege of any 
private Father, Teacher or Neighbour? 


Yet ſtill will the Objectors go on to make 
their Declamations; to Arn againſt this 
Law as a horrid Temptatian to a dreadful 
Sin, a Lure to draw Men to the Table of 
the Lord before they are why to partake! 
I could direct them to an Author (a 
deep Caſuiſt) who will teach them to ſi- 
lence this tritling Objection of Unicorthineſs 
in an Inſtant of Time, in the very Moment 
of receiving But I chuſe to anſwer it 
in my own Way. 


Let them remember then that our Legi- 
flators were Chriſtians, that they believed 
the Books of the New Teſtament to be the 
Word of God, and that in thote Books they 
found this poſitive Declaration, that he v0 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh Damnation to himſelf. Now could 
they reaſonably preſume, or ought they to 
ſuppole, that any Chriſtian Subject would 
forteit the Favour of an Omnipotent God 
for earthly Conſiderations, and damn him- 


ſelf for a Trifle? 'Tis true, ſuch Men there 


are, 
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ure, and ſuch there will be; nor is it poſſi- 
ble in any Propolals of Rewards to avoid 
the Conſequence. But if it be a Sin in the 
Legiſlators of Eng/and to offer a temporal 
Encouragement to Conformiſts, becauſe 
wicked Men will conform only for the fake 
of that Encouragement ; the ſame Objecti- 
on will equally operate againſt every Chari- 
ty, Bencvolence or Reward, either publick 
or private. An Hoſpital is built for the 
Maintenance of diſabled Scamen or Soldi- 
ers; Can this be conſtrued as a Temptation 
to ſuch to cripple themſelves? The firſt 
Chriſtians took a pious Care to make Pro- 
viſion for their V idotos; but, among all 
the extravagant Quarrels or Cavils ſtudi- 
ouſly pick'd up by their Adverſaries the 
Heathens, I never heard that this Charity 
was reproached, as a Temptation to Women 
to Murder their Husbands. To conclude, 
there is no Eſtabliſhment, no Sanction, no 
Law upon Earth, but is liable to ſuffer 
under ſuch falſe and forced Imputations 
and Suggeſtions ; nor is there a fingle Per- 
ſon, but ( inſtead of Cenſure) is by general 
Conſent allowed to do well, when he re- 
wards or encourages Men tor doing their 
Duty. Bur receiving the Sacrament is no 
moral Duty Yes, it becometh ſuch 
(in the Senſe of the Legiſlature ) as it is 
the Command of God. 


Ia 
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In a word, the Cale in Diſpute is plain- 
ly this: 


The People of England are a Society of 
Chriſtians The Legiſlature is Chriſtian 
This Legiſlature, as Repreſentatives of 
the Majority, or by and with the Conſent 
of the Majority, have eſtabliſhed the Chri- 
ſtian Religion by annexing it to, and in- 
corporating it with the Conſtitution of 
State They judge it improper to truſt 
the Adminiſtration of the one in the Hands 
of thoſe who are Enemies to the other 


But how ſhall they diſcover or diſtinguiſh 


its Friends? Why, by their Conformity 
to it. Let them therefore bring a Cer- 
tificate of ſuch Conformity. 


After theſe few Obſervations and Argu- 
ments ad Rem, let me beg your Indulgence 
of a Word or two ad Hominem. 


I defire then our conſcientious Objectors 
honeſtly to compare their own Words and 
Actions; and if it be ſo grievous a Profana- 
tion in the Magiſtrate to make the Sacra- 
ment a Qualification, what is it in the Su- 
ect who knowingly and voluntarily receives 
it as ſuch? If laying a Block of Offence in 
their * be an Act of Impiety; what 

E Judg- 
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Judgment is to be made of thoſe who ſee it, 
complain of it, and yet wiltully ſtumble 
at it? If it be unjuſt or imprudent (like 
the good Saxon King) to hang out the en- 
ticing Purſe or Bracelet; what Appellation 
muſt we give to the Wretches that run a- 
way with it? If the Offers of worldly Ad- 
vantage that the Magiſtrate has made with 
a good Conſcience and for the good Ends of 
Peace and Unity, be ſo dreadful a Sin; what 
is to be ſaid of the Subjects who take every 
Occafion to lay hold on them againſt their 
Conſcience, and for the ſordid Ends of Ava- 
rice and Ambition ? In ſhort, it is bur fair, 
that every Sect, who allow themſelves to 
receive the holy Sacrament for a Place or 
Office, and yet continue to rail at it as a 
Hardſhip, ſhould give us their plain and 
diſtint Determination which of theſe two 
Cenſures they chuſe to live under — Whe- 
cher, that their Outcries againſt the Legal 
Teſt are voluntary, affected, and malicious; 
or that they are ſuch Slaves ro Mammon, 
as to venture upon an Action which their 
Conſcience condemns, and to incur the 
Damnation denounc'd by the Apoſtle a- 


gainſt him that daubteth, and eatetß not of 
Faith? | 


I ſhould aſk your Pardon, my Reverend 
Brethren, for holding you ſo long on fo 


rite 
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trite a Subject; for introducing a Queſtion 
that has been already decided. I mutt own 
it has been decided, unanſwerably decided, 
by much better hands, and particularly by 
the moſt ingenious and learned Dr. Sherlock, 
now Biſhop of Sarum. But we live in an 
Age, when no Charge or Outcry againſt 
Religion, or any of its Intereſts, are ever to 
be filenc'd! Our Adverſaries are ſuch as no 
Reaſon can pacify. They gain their Point, 
as the old Ottomans took Towns, by pour- 
ing in freſh Numbers. They never read, 
or reckon their Loſſes; they are inſenſible 
of Defeat; as long as there ariſes a freſh 
Succeſſion of diſſolute young Fellows, that 
have but Throats to cry out Prieſtcraft, 
Impoſition and Perſecution, the Noiſe will 
continue. I have often thought that we of 
the Clergy are much in the Circumſtances 
of an honeſt Matron whoſe next Neigh- 
bour was an Everlaſting Scold, but had loſt 
her hearing. It was in vain for the good 
Woman to {ſtrive to reply, or to offer at 
Arguments for Peace and Quietneſs; yet 
was ſhe often obliged to ſtep our and juſtity 
her Innocence, leſt Paſſers-by ſhould think 
there had been ſome Grounds for the perpe- 
tual Vociferations at her Window. 


The Harangues againſt the Teſt have 
been often demonſtrated to be vain and ſenſe- 
E 2 


leſs. 
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leſs. But that is not enough! The Cry 
goes on; the Accuſations are repeated with 
as much Confidence as if they had never 
been confuted; in ſhort, the Attack is eve- 
ry Moment renewed, and we mult renew 
our Defence. 


Not that we have reaſon to be in any 
Pain or Hurry from any thing they can ſay, 
if we were ſure that nothing but bare Words 
was to be expected from them. I hope 
they are vaſtly miſtaken in their Power ; 
but by ſome late Remonſtrances they ſeem 
to intimate a pretty groſs Way of enforcing 
their Petitions. Indeed their moſt weigh- 
ty Objections, or moſt florid Rhetorick, 
would probably gain bur little Attention, 
unleſs at a Time when Reſentment is too 
ſtrong for Reaſon, and with Men who are 
determin'd beforehand to take the firſt Stick 
that comes in their Way. But after all, 
the Times are not quite ſo bad as they ho- 
ped and boaſted ! The wiſe Projectors have 
found themſelves miſtaken! And they will 
continue to be ſo, as long as we have a wiſe 
and gracious Sovereign, and whilſt the 


Clergy of theEſtabliſhment underſtand their 


own Intereſt, 


Bleſſed be God! we have a Prince on the 
Throne, that is neither to be bully'd nor 
| wheedled 
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wheedled out of the Maxims that ſupport 
his Authority! He knows his Strength; he 
is conſcious of the Harmony betwixt 
Church and State; he is convinced that 
the Bible is a Pillar to the Craven ; he is 
juſtly jealous of his Honour and Suprema- 
cv; nor will he be perſuaded to reject and 
ruin his dutiful Subjects, that own him over 
all Cauſes as well as Perſons their Soverergn, 
to humour a few Sectaries that at beſt are 
Profeſſors but of a Partial Obedience. 


I have the beſt Authority for what I have 
now ſaid. We have his royal Word that he 
will give way to no Alteration in the E- 
ſtabliſhment, and we may reſt on the Secu- 
rity, What we have to do is to labour to 
make him the moſt grateful Returns; tis 
our Parts, our Duty, and our Intereſt, to 
merit ſuch Favour by the molt conſtant O- 
bedience ; to dedicate our Prayers, our Sub- 
{tance, and our Lives to maintain his Title, 
his Authority and Prerogative, and to ren- 
der his Happineſs equal to his Goodneſs. 


We cannot bur be appriz'd of the Decay 
of Religion, the Contempt of the Goſpel, 


and the bitter Averſion, Animoſity, and e- 


ven Malice againſt thoſe who are to preach 
and preſs it. Nor is it a Wonder that Vice 
and Immorality ſhould hate every thing that 

would 
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would oppoſe or reform it; it is our Pro- 


vince and Duty to wage War againſt Wick- 
edneſs, and tis natural to expect it ſhould 
make Repriſals; nay, as the Times go, it 
would be a very bad Sign, and hardly for 
our Credit, it the World did not hate us. 
Therefore I ſay the Rancor is general; it is 
not the Rage of any one Sect or Party, but 
the Frenzy 1s popular, the common and 
univerſal Faſhion of the Age. It would 
be Injuſtice not to except a few ſingle Wor- 
thies, who have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves (like 
Foſhua) by their Zeal and Conſtancy to 
God and his Church: But I know of no 
Party that we can any longer boaſt of, no 
Body of Men that we can depend upon ; 
for even thoſe that we have formerly fol- 
lowed as our Champions, and almoſt wor- 
ſhipped as our Idols, have been among the 
firſt to betray us. I ſpeak this from no 
other Motive, but a fincere Love to my 
Country and Religion, and an earneſt 
Deſire to preſerve our Conſtitution both in 
Church and State. As every Perſon who 
has but Eyes and Ears is ſenſible of the me- 
lancholy Truth of what I ſay, and of the 
Danger we are in; ſo the firſt Reflection 
that every honeſt Churchman will natural- 
ly make, is to cloſe immediately with our 
greateſt Friend; to defend the Royal Pillar, 
on which we lean; to maintain the Safe- 


ow 
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ty and Honour of that Head, under whom 
we are yet happily united as Members of a 
viſible Church, from whom (under Chriſt) 
we receive Strength and Nouriſhment, and 
even retain our very Being, 


Let not any Proteſtant Diſſenter ſuſpect 
from what I have ſaid, that I am become his 
Enemy: Nor let any one imagine the leaſt 
Alteration in my Opinion or Principles 
with reſpect to the Toleration. God knows, 
I am as much a Friend to it, and (did the 
Times require it) would be as warm an Ad- 
vocate for it, as ever I was in my Life. But 
the Balance muſt be kept! The Weight 
grows heavy againſt the Church! The 
Change is in them; they grow extravagant 
in their Demands; and thoſe Terms of In- 


- dulgence that well contented them, and 


were thankfully accepted by them but twen- 
ty Years ago, are now become Oppreſſion, 
Invaſion, Perſecution! 


I freely acknowledge that I had ever a 


| Notion that the Civil Magiſtrate could have 


no Power (either from the Neceflity of Go- 
vernment, from the Word of God, or 
from the Original Contract) over the Con- 
ſciences of Men with reſpect to God's Wor- 
ſhip, ſo far as to command them todo, or to 
puniſh them for not doing, what they think 

ſinful. 


36 


ſinful. (I am far from denying that he has 
a juſt Supremacy over all Cauſes and Per- 
ſons; and as it 1s his Province and Duty to 
puniſh Sin in any Shape whatſoever, ſo I 
know no Argument that can exempt Schiſm 
(undoubtedly a Sin) from his Juriſdiction.) 


But the Misfortune is, the Sin of Schiſm is 


of ſuch a ſpiritual Nature, that it is hard 
to be proved by any legal Evidence. For 
what earthly Judge can enter into Men's 
Hearts? Cales may happen (as at the Time 


of the Reformation) where the Fault may 


be juſtly laid on the Tmpoſers: And tho! it 
be otherwiſe; yet as Schiſm is rightly defin'd 
a Cauſeleſs Separation, how can that Sepa- 
ration be prov'd to be Cauſeleſs that has Con- 


ſcience tor its Pretence ? 


For theſe Reaſons I gladly beheld the 
Penal Laws diſpenſed with, (by proper 
Authority) with reſpect to all Proteſtants; 
and was heartily contented, that, ſince they 
believed, or pretended to believe, that they 
could not innocently worſhip God in our 
publick Churches, they ſhould have Liber- 


ty to do it in their private Conventicles. 


This, I ſay, was ever my Opinion; and, I 


believe, it is yours. Since the Deceaſe of a 
tew warm Perſons (who indeed had but 
too much Influence) I ſeldom meet with a 
ſingle Clergyman but is entirely eaſy at the 

Toleration ; 


- 
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Toleration; and fully convinced that there 
are no folid Grounds on which to juſtify 
our Perſecution of Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
but what will give a fair Colour to the Ro- 
maus to do the like by us. 


But is not this enough? Is not this Li- 
berty ſuthcient for a) Minority, for Secta- 
ries, and Recuſants? I could never fee any 
juſt Objection againſt the Bill to puniſh Oc- 
caſional Conformity. Tis true, as their Ad- 
ver/ary, or in a politick View, I could eaſi- 
ly have been perſuaded to part with it; for 
(as I ſaid before) I look on the Advan- 
rage they take of ſuch Exemption as a 
Snare in their Way that would ſorely en- 
tangle them. Bur ſtill, as a Chriſtian, when 
I conſider ſuch Conformity as an Act of Hy- 
2 and an apparent Sin, I can ſee no 

eaſon (but the Mill of the Legiſlature) to 
allow of it. 


Yet thus far they have been gratified, and 
{till craving for more! The Fit of Mode- 
ſty is quite worn off! They are come to 
beg with Weapons in their Hands! The 


_ nearer they ſeem to their expected Game, 


the more eagerly they purſue! And one 
may venture to propheſy, chat the Abroga- 
tion of the Teſt is far (very far) from the 
laſt of their Deſigns. 

F After 
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After ſo fair an Avowance of their Se- 
paration, we ſhall ſhortly ſee them ma- 
king their Advances by larger Strides! What 
ſhall diſcourage them from expecting and 
demanding of another Seſſion, that the De- 
grees and Titles of a private Academy ſhall 
be voted to confer as good Qualifications 
as thoſe of the publick Univerſities? This 
alſo being granted, to deny ſuch Reverend 
Maſters or Doctors Inſtitution to a Benefice, 
would ſoon be proclaimed an Invaſion of 
Property and natural Right; nor will it 
(with many of our indulgent Patriots) be 
a leſs Violation of Liberty of gy ry to 
reſtrain them from celebrating divine Ser- 
vice (every one in his Pariſh) in their own 


Way. 


There is but one more Device that ſeems 
needful to finiſh the Scheme, to compleat 
the Labours of Deiſts and Scepticks, and 
to put an End to all Religion at once; and 
that is, to bring in a Bill, that Whereas e- 
very Perſon has the Liberty of ching his 
own Paſtor, He ought not inLaw or Conſcience 
to be oblig' d to pay hisTithes to any but his own. 
And truly leſs Eloquence than has been u- 
ſed and abuſed on the late Occaſions will 
{erve to convince our modern Reformers of 
this moſt Chriſtian Right. For how equi- 

table will it appear in their righteous 1 
at 
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that he who /aboureth ſhould be entitled 
to theWages? And what Outcries of Hard- 
ſhip and Tyranny may be expected againſt 
any Legiſlature, that ſhall perſiſt ro oblige 
an honeſt Independent, Anabaptift, or Qua- 
ker, to pay two Perſons at once? 


Such an Act as this may at preſent ap- 
pear a little ſtrange and ſhocking ; bur if 
we conſider how it will mortify the Cler- 
gy, and ſmooth the Way to a Compoſition 
tor Tythes (for then it will be with the 
Prieſt as with every other Trade, the cheap- 
et the beſt); if we duly reflect how many 
it will gratify in their ſeveral Purſuits of 
Revenge, Avarice, Lewdneſs and Immo- 


rality; I cannot but apprehend a very large 


Majority (in Proceſs of Time) to introduce 
and carry it. 


For theſe Reaſons, I am for giving 2 
Check to our Adverſaries in Seaſon, and diſ- 
puting vigorouſly the firſt Inch of Ground 
that is more than their Due. And as I am 
ſatisfied there is hardly a Clergyman, that 
wiſhes well to Religion or the Church of 
England, but will join his whole Might and 
Power with his Majeſty, in the mutual De- 
tence of his juſt Supremacy and our own 
Eſtabliſhment; ſo I could wiſh the Diſ- 
{enters would in this their Day conſider the 

F 2 Things 
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Things that belong unto their Peace; that 
they would ſadly reflect on the Miſeries that 
are likely to befal themſelves, as well as us, 
by our unhappy Diviſions, and join ar laſt 
againſt the common Enemies of our Faith 
and Nation. As many of them (tor doubt- 
leſs there are ſome) as have a real Zeal for 
the Chriſtian Religion, and a ſincere Con- 
cern for the Glory of God; let them atk 
their own Conſcience theſe ſerious Que- 
ſtions: Are they not already in Poſſeſſion of 
every thing that formerly they pretended 
to aſk ; or at leaſt as much as they would 
think reaſonable to grant were the Power 
in their Hands? Do they not know that the 
Enemies of the Eſtabliſhment with whom 
they join, and on whom they truſt, are the 
Enemies of all Religion? And have they 
the leaſt Security or Proſpect, that, after 
the Overthrow of the Church, it thall fare 
better with their own Aſſemblies? Can they 
hope for more than to bring all to an Anar- 
chy, Confuſion, and perfect Libertiniſm; 
and will this conduce to the Propagation of 
Truth, the Glory of their Creator, or the 
Peace of their Country? 


them (I fear too many) who are led by 
political and worldly Maxims, to advance 
the diſſenting Intereſt (as they phraſe it) 
to keep up a Party, to make themſelves 
Fonſiderable, and to creep into Offices, Ho- 

nours, 


Bur ſuch of 


41 


nours, and Preferments: Let ſuch, I ſay, 
conſider, whether they are not the Dupes 
and Tools of cratty and deſigning Men; 
whether the furious Oppoſition carry'd on 
by ſuch Perſons is not rather out of Envy 
to us, than any Friendſhip to them; and 
whether the ultimate Drift of independent 
Whigs, and other great ones, whole Heels 
they follow, is not rather to ſuppreſs the 
Dignities and Revenues of the Church than 
to change the Poſſeſſcrs? It may be alſo 
worth their while to recollect the Times 
that are paſt; to reflect on the Revolutions 
of worldly Things; and to weigh diſcreet- 
ly the Power of a Clergy wilely adhering to 
their Sovereign; as well as the common 
Fate of Petitioners that are too loud and 
extravagant in their Demands. 


Since the happy Acceſſion of the preſent 
Royal Family, they have been exceeding 
pert and pragmatical in their Addreſſes; have 
on all Occaſions overvalued themſelves on 
their Merits and Services ; and even dared 
to intimate, with a little more than good 


Manners, the great Obligations they have 
laid on the Throne. 


The Truth is to be confeſs'd! I ſhall 
readily give them their due Praiſes; nor 
will I conſider their Virtues but in the moſt 

favourable 
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favourable Light. I will not invidiouſly 
recolle& their Behaviour in the Reigns be- 
fore King James the Second, their Flattery 
of that arbitrary Monarch in his Proceed- 
ings, nor their Intrigues afterwards with the 
Duke of Monmouth; but amicably take 
them to a Seaſon they moſt delight to hear 
of, the laſt Years of Queen Anne. 


In thoſe unhappy Days, a few hare-brain d 
Phaetons had laid hold on the Reins and ſet | 
The Diſſenters 
honeſtly join'd with the moderate Mem- 
bers of the Church to ſuppreſs the Flames! 
But where is the ſingular or extraor- 
dinary Merit of that common Act of Pru- 
dence? Was the Danger any Body's more 
than their own, or will that nezghbourly Of- | 
Houſe that 
might otherwiſe have been burnt? The vi- 


the World on Fire! 


ce give them a Title to every 


ible Deſign of ſome Men was to bring in 
over them a Tyrant that would have ſent 
them in Troops to Dungeons or Gallies: 
But they prudently choſe to adhere with 
their Intereſts to the lawful Succeſſor, who 
they knew would protect them in their 
Rights and Properties : Mult he therefore, 
and his Children after him, be their Sub- 
jet and Debtor, and obliged to humour 
them in all their Caprices? The two Ri- 
vals for the Succeſſion were a ſpurious, pro- 

ſcrib'd, 
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ſcrib'd, abjur'd Pretender, and the rightful 


legal Heir; or a Papiſt, and a Proteſtant! 
No 'tis eaſy and natural to imagine, 
they would cautiouſly Side with the Lat- 
ter; but unaccountable and monſtrous from 
hence to argue that he muſt therefore de- 
moliſh his own Church to ere& their Con- 
venticles! Yet theſe are the Inferences they 
modeſtly draw from their Conſtancy to the 
Settlement. Excellent Reaſonings! Power- 
ful Concluſions! His Majeſty cannot but 
be edified with them, and determined by 
them; and I ſhall be very ſorry if every 
Churchman be not ſo far awaken'd and ad- 
moniſhed on the Occation, as to do their 
utmoſt to enable their Sovereign to make 
good his Obligations, to give all Parties 
their due, and to reign independent of every 
SeF of his Subjects. 


Thus far of Proteſtants. — But we 
have a yet more pernicious Faction, that, 
they ſay, is increaſing, I mean the Papiſts. 
However, cannot ſuppoſe that we are in any 
preſent imminent Danger by Reaſon of their 
Numbers: But as they are a Society whoſe 
Workings are in the dark; whoſe Politicks 
are deeper, and more refined; and who 
have foreign Powers ready to their Aſſiſt- 
ance; I cannot utterly concur with thoſe 
who think them contemptible, For as a 


general 
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general Confuſion in Religion, or no-Re. 
ligion, is (in all Appearance) making its 
Approaches, I can ſee nobody that can rea- 
ſonably expect to make his Advantage of 
the Fray, but the Pretender, or ſome other 
Popith Uſurper. 


The Want of Religion will bring on, 
of Courſe, a total Diflolution of Manners, 
an epidemical Ignorance, and a general Diſ- 
order, Diſtreſs, and Miſery. The People 
in ſuch a Complication of Plagues and Di- 
ſtempers, will naturally take to the firit 
Mountebank that can boaſt a Catholicon for 
all Diſeaſes; there will not be wanting a 
Multitude of Orators, (Papiſts, Nonju- 
rors, Patriots, Malecontents, Bankrupts, 
Craftſmen, and State-Reformers) to re- 
commend him to them: Nor can I ſwear 
that none of the outcaſt, diſtreſs'd, ſtary- 
ing Clergy, will be ſo far influenc'd by Re- 
ſentment, or Neceſſity, as to countenance 
the Attempt. If they are ſuch (or any Kin 
to ſuch) as they were lately repreſented in 
certain great Aſſemblies, there 1s not a Man 
of them, but will lay hold on the Occaſion; 
and cloſe with a Church that will reſtore 
them to their Livings, protect them in 
their Rights, and advance them in Reve- 
rence and Honour among the People. We 
have been often branded, by the grand 
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Speech- makers, as Time-ſervers, Self-inter- 
eſted, and Papiſts in Diſguiſe. But let me 
tell them, that they know in their Con- 
ſciences (and their Behaviour demonſtrates) 
that they wil fully abuſe us! Had the Cler- 
gy been Papiſts, the Tongues of their Ad- 
verſaries had before this Day been put to 
Silence; or, inſtead of inſulting, ſlander- 
ing and reviling, had been forced to flatter 
us! If there is any one Point of Hiſtory be- 
yond Diſpute or Queſtion, it is, that Tig 
Nation is now Proteſtant, and under Prote- 
flant Princes, by the Labours, Learning, 
Courage, and Conſtancy of the Clergy of the 
Church of England. One great Inſtance is 
within our Memories. Bur to return to 


the real Papitts. 


F look on it as a Symptom that their 
Hopes are reviving, and that they have Pro- 
jets on Foot; that there have been lately 
convey'd to the People ſo fair and plau- 
ſible Notions of Popery in the weekly Pa- 
pers. We are now to believe that the Ca- 
tholick Defrine is not fo abſurd (either in 
Divinity or Politicks) as their paſſionate 
Adver ſar ĩes have repreſented it; that the J- 
dolatry, Tyranny, and Uſurpation of Power 
over Reaſon and Conſcience, charg'd upon 
the Church of Rome, are but the Gloſſes, 
or Inventions of partial Writers ; and thac 
a Member of that Church may be a very 

& good 
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good Chriſtian, Subject, Engli/tman, and 
Patris. 


What are the general or particular 
Tenents of the Eugliſb Papiſis at this Time, 
I thall not enquire: Nor can J, or any 
Man, depend on the Declarations, or Pro- 
feſlions, of Men out of Power; of a Party, 
whoſe Intereſt it is to decei ue; and who can- 
not plunder or poſſeſs the Houle, till they 
have wheedled and perſuaded you to open 
the Doors. Bur this I am ſure, and will 
venture to maintain, that as every Nation, 
where Popery 1s eſtablithed, have received 
and ſubmitted to divers Errors, (both in 
Doctrine and Worſhip) that are inconſiſt- 
ent with the Holy Scriptures, with right 
Reaſon, and the Liberties of a Chriſtian; 
{o it is utterly impoſſible for any Man to be 
a good Subject of the King of Great Britain, 
and worthy to be truſted as ſuch, who is 
under the Direction of a Romi/h Prieft, who 
holds the Infa//:b:/ity of the Raman Church, 
or the Supremacy of any Foreign Prince, 
State or Peteutate. 


For this Reaſon, I was always of Opini- 
on, that the Papiſt was a worſe Subject 
than the Puritan; and though I am not to 
dire& the ſupreme Legiſlature what Dif- 
ferences to make, yet, I freely confeſs, I 
was never diſpleaſed that the Proteſtant 

Du⸗- 
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Diſſenters enjoy d the Favour of a more par- 
ticular Induſgence. For though theſe latter 
(as I have ſhewn already) are always reſt- 
lets and cauling Diforders; and tho' their 
Practices (or at leaſt the Practices of ſome 
that pretended to their Opinions) have been 
fatal ro the Nation; yet potlibly it may be 
pleaded that thoſe Practices were to be 
charged on the Menu, rather than on the 
Principles: Whereas the Romans are not 
only convicted of the moſt flagitious Pots, 
Conſpiracies, Rebellicus, Maſſacres, Aſſalſi— 
nations and Perſecutions in Fact; but even 
their avowed Doctrines of the Pacer of the 
Keys, the Pope's Spremacy, Pardons and 
Indulgences, the Validity of the Sacraments 
depending on the Intention of the Prieſts, and 
above all, the Infallibility of the Church, are 
the natural Race of all theſe Evils, and 
mult neceſſarily produce them. 


That Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks, 
that Oaths are to be cancelPd or diſpenſed 
with by the Pope, that the Good of the Church 
will ſantlify any Wickedneſs; and the like 
unchriſtian, unſocial, inhuman Poſitions, 
may perhaps be the Extravagancies of par- 
ticular Men, or particular Orders, in that 
miſerable Church: Nor am I ſure, when 
it thall be our unhappy Turn to receive that 
Faith, we ſhall go any deeper in their My- 


ſterĩies than our good Neighbours of France 
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(co whom we may moſt probably be behold- 
en for it): But this 1s evident, that how- 
ever it be introduced it muſt be maintained 
by Violence: The Scheme mult be ſo form- 
ed, as will beſt conſiſt with the Views and 
Intereſts of the (then) Uſurper, or Viceroy ; 
and muſt afterwards be reformed, im- 
prov'd, or altered, as theTimes ſhall admit, 
or as jeſuit Confeſſors, an ambitious Hie- 


rarchy, or foreign Potentates ſhall counſel 
or direct. 


It is a Jeſt to affirm, that Exgliſhmen will 
never ſubmit again to put their Necks under 
the old Yoke they bave jo happily ſhook off ! 
What is England when degenerated by Vice, 
brutalized by Irreligion, and torn into a 
thouſand Sects and Factions by a Diſſolu- 
tion of all Virtue, Order, and Govern- 
ment? When the People ſhall be deſtitute 
of a firm, regular, and eſtabliſh'd Princi- 
ple to guide their Actions; What Security 
can be taken that thoſe who ſhall have 
Ships or Caſtles in their Hands, will not ſell 
them to ſome potent Chapman? Who can 
tell how many will join with the firſt Ar- 
my that ſhall be wafted over? What un- 
thought-of Revolutions, or Reſtorations (ſo 
called) may be brought about by Folly, 
Divition, Corruption, Ambition, Avarice, 
and Revenge? And tho' the moſt ſolemn 
Contracts and Stipulations ſhould be made 
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on ſuch an Occaſion for the Immunity of 
Church-lands, and the Preſervation of Li- 
berty, Property, or Honour; yet well is ic 
known, that all ſuch Engagements ſhall be 
decreed unlawful, and of no Force or Va- 
lidity, as ſoon as ever there ſhall be an Op- 
portunity to break them. It will be to ſmall 


\ Purpoſe for the Lamb to complain, when 


the Wolf ſhall be Judge as well as Defen- 
dant. It will be filly and ridiculous to plead 
the Laws of God or Man, with a Church 
which has no other Meaſure of their Right, 
but their Power; with whom every Thing 
that is profitable, is always lawful. On 
theſe Conſiderations, I have often wonder- 
ed, that ſome good Proteſtants, and other- 
wiſe good Eng/:/bhmen, have pleaded for the 
Toleration of Papiſts in this Nation, and 
have ſeemed to pay them (I don't ſay a 
common Charity or Complaiſance, but e- 
ven) a particular and partial Regard! God 
knows I have a good Will towards all 
Men, and cheartully treat them, not on- 
ly with Juſtice, but with a Chriſtian Cha- 
rity: Yer I cannot but own, I never fee a Pa- 
piſt, but I conſider him as a Perſon that looks 
on me as a Heretick and in a State of Dam- 
nation; and who would perſecute and 
ruin my Body and Family under the Pre- 
rence of /n my Soul, The Puritan is 
a Brother that (like Jacob) would ſupplant 
me af my Birth-right and Bleſſing: The 

Papitt 
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Papiit a Plunderer that would ſeize on the 
Inheritance of the whole Family: The for- 
mer is a Rival, the latter a Raviſher. 


Theſe, my Reverend Brethren, have been 
my Thoughts, and theſe Thoughts my 
Conduct in all Party Controvertics; and 
theſe, I hope, are becoming a Perion that 
has undertaken the Service and Defence of 
our Church, as by Law etltablithed. I 
have been ever a conitant and zealous 
Churchman, hut never {o as to forget that 
J am an Engl. /1@1; nor do | belicve there 
are any two Cha.acters more compatible or 
conſiſtent, or that there is a better Subject 
chan an honeſt Clergyman. 


It has been often faid, that a Miniſter of 


the Go) pe i} V "culd hav e nothing ts ag 4 1th Af 
fairs ft Seats But it may be as well ſaid, 
and with as little Ab ſurdity, that Magi 
ftrate bas nothing 15 do xc the Bible. For, 
it it behoves the Governors of a Chriſtian 
Society to conſult the ſacred Oracl-s in or- 
der to conſtitute ſuch Laws and Ordi::ances 
as may beſt agree with the Religion ard 
Conſciences of the Subject; furely it » 
leſs concerns the publick Traci that 
Religion to be well acqurainted wi eh hole 
Ordinances, and to be ſkill'd in the Power, 
Right, Prerogative, and juriſdiction, both 
of thc Com/!rtutors and Executors ; before 
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they can duly, regularly, and diſtinckly 
prels a proper Obedience and Submiliion 
ro them. 


We have the Apoſtle's Evidences, thar 


Powers in general are the Ordinance of God; 


but that the particular Forms of Govern- 
ment are the Ordinance of Men : Wherefore 
as it is our undoubted Province to preach 
Obedience to lawtul Magiſtrates, and as it 


often happens that Controverſies ariſe, not 


only as to the Nature, Right, and Extent 
of the Office, but alſo as to the Perſon ta 
whom that Otfice belongs, it neceſſarily 
follows, that either we mult be filent in 
Conjunctures of the greateſt Moment, and 
ſuffer the People committed to us to be 
miſ-led by every falſe Patriot, to be drawn 
by artful Incendiaries or Demagogues into 
the moſt pernicious Riots, Seditions, and 
Rebeliions ; or elle that we are obliged to 
ſtudy ard enquire into the Claims of Pre- 
tenders, che Frerogatives of Poticflors, and 
tac Privilcgcs ot Subjects, in order to arm 
our ſeveral Congregations azaintt the Mur- 
murs, Complaints, and 1 Dots of diſcon- 
tented and en Partiſans, and to ex- 
hort them to a 0 and proper Allegiance 
I am far from cliinhing it becomes a Divin 
to be always on Poli ticks; to take upon 
him to decide all Diſputes berwixt the dif- 
ferent Branches of the Legillature, or to 
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fet up his Harangues againſt every A 
that 1s not agrecable to his private Judg- 
ment or Inclinations: But ſhould we be 
paſſively ſilent in the Times of a Cade, a 
Perkin, or a Craft/man, we might be juſtly 
accuſed of deſerting our Poſt, of neglecting 
the Office conferred on us by God, and of 
deceiving that Government by which we 
live. It is impoſſible to ſettle the Limits we 
are to obſerve on ſuch an Occaſion, or on 
all Occaſions. This muſt be left (as in all 
Caſes equitable and prudential) to our Con- 
ſciences and Diſcretion; and to God and 
Man muſt we anſwer for our Conduct. 
But what I infiſt upon is this, That every 
Duty that concerns the People, concerns the 
Preacher ; and if he has not a fairer Pro- 
bability of judging and diſtinguiſhing 
in any doubtful Point, than they can be 
ſuppoſed to have, the Higher Powers have 
badly, very badly, proyided for his Qua- 
litications. 


The Iniquity of the Times, and the Rage 
of e given birth to thoſe oppro- 
brious Names, that have ſo long ſerved to 
diſtinguiſh and diſtract us. The Clergy 
themſelves have not been able to eſcape the 
Brands invented for the Factious: and we 
have teen the Days, when a Man of that 
Coat but daring to aſſert the fundamental 
Principles of the happy Rcvolution, the 
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very Principles on which all that is dear 
to us (our Liberties, Ejtates, the Proteſtant 
Succe/ſim, the Church of England, and even 
the R:iformed Religion itſeli) is demonſtra- 
bly grounded ; he has not only been forced 
to ſuffer under the common Reproach of a 
lig in general, but has been outrageouſ- 
ly charged with the very worſt Opinions, 
that the molt extravagant and diffolute Per- 
ſons under that Diſtinction ever offered to 
maintain. But theſe Paroxyſms are com- 
mon to Men! There are Fevers of State, 
as well as of Bodies! The Comfort is, the 
Fit is abated, and the Diſtemper going off; 
and I cannot forbear taking tome Pleaſure 
in obſcrving to you, that Time and Patience 
(as it often happens) has done more than the 
ſtrongeſt Phyſick; and that the greateſt E- 
nemies of our Conſtitution are become at 
laſt the loudeſt Advocates for the Maxims 
that ſupport it. If an Affection for our 
native Country, a Regard to the juſt Liber- 
ties of Men and Chriſtians, with a firm Ad- 
herence to the Privileges and Immunities 


that the Laws have ſettled on the Engl:/h 


Subjects, be the Principles of a Whig, there 


is hardly a Man in the whole Nation but 
(from ſome Motive or other) is a Pretender 
to them. The Hour is come, when Liber- 
ty and Property are become fo darling 
and popular Topicks, that the very Jaco- 


bites and Traytors have found it neceſſary 
H to 
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to join in the Cry, and cunningly to hang 


out thoſe falſe Colours to delude the Be- 


holders. 


An Inſtance of this is Caleb Danvers, 
an Author no leſs famous tor Party Vio- 
lence, and Self-oppoſition, than for the 
Acuteneſs of his Pen. I take not upon 
me to be a Diſcerner of Hearts ; but it we 
may be allowed to examine the Courſe of 
that Gentleman's Conduct, to compare his 
Schemes, Writings, Profeſſions, and At- 
tachments, in the different Turns and Stages 
of his Life and Circumſtances, I fear it will 
require a more than warrantable Stock of 
Charity, to believe him ſincere in his late 
Harangues againſt Tyranny and Corruption, 
and Male-adminiſtration. I think it is ac- 
knowledged by his beſt Friends (nor denied 
by himſelf) that he was formerly at the 
Head of arbitrary Meaſures, an Enemy to 
the Szcce//ien, and in the Councils of the 
Pretender: and I do not know that he has 
ever ſince diſcovered any truſty Symptoms 
of a true Repentance, or given any Secu- 
rity (but his bare Word) for the Alteration 
of his Deſigns: Nay, quite on the contra- 
ry! If Mens Intentions are to be tried by 
their Actions, he mult ſtand convict of be- 
ing ſtill engaged in the fame Purſuits: For, 
were he the very Criminal the Court- Wri- 
ters pronounce him, what could he have 

done 
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done more? Were he inveterately bent on 
a Reſtoration, what readier or likelicr Mea- 
lures could he take to promote the Caute 
of an aſpiring Rival, than by labouring to 
unſettle the Royal Poſſeſſor, by oppoting 
his Intereſts, and depreciating his Politicks, 
by flandering and ridiculing his Miniſters 
and Confidents; by ſtirring up Diſcontent, 
Tumults, and Seditions againit his Govern- 
ment at home, and repreſenting it feeble, 
corrupt, and deſpicable among foreign Na- 
tions? I am loth to ſay of the Author of 
all this, that he is a Traytor (tince he tells 
us he is not;) but this I athrm, and every 
body knows, theſe are the Practices of a 
Traytor, the Practices of every Traytor or 
Jacobite in the Nation; and were hea ſworn 
Servant and Agent of the Pretender to the 
Crown, he could take no other Methods ro 
incline the People to receive and advance 
him, than exciting them to Rage and Fu- 
ry againit their preſent Sovereign, than ma 
king believe, that every Pain they fecl, or 
fear, is from Miſmanagement above, and 
perſuading the filly Multitude, chat they 
are loaded, devoured, enſlaved and ſtarved 
(in the midit of plenty) by the Folly or A- 


varice of thoſe at the Helm. 


Bur I fay no more! I have no mind to 
be conſidered as a Party Writer; I leave 
him to the Chaſtiſement of tharper Pens, 
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and more able Judges, — I only beg 
leave to exprets 1y admiration, that a Per- 
ſon of his Birth, Education, and Quality, 
can put à bold face on tech ſtrange Preva- 
rication! That a Gentleman, Matter of ſo 
much Reading and Reaton, can be fo un- 
gratetul to the Hand by whoſe Clemency he 
lives! And, in truch, that the Legiſlature 
(who have an abſolute Power to puniſh 
Wickednels in any Shape or Ditguitc) ſhould 
be ſo patiently inſulted and affrouted by him! 


But the greateſt Wonder of all is, 
That it has been reported, that the 
Clergy are his Friends! I knuw not how 
he has deſerved their Favour; nor can I 
imagine them to be ſo enchanted by his 
Wit, as to over-look his Malice. 1 ſhould 
be the leſs ſurprized, if he had flattered their 
Zeal, by aſſuming ſo much as a C of Re- 
ligion : If he had ever condeſcended to be- 
ſtow one Flouriſh of his luxuriant Pen in 
favour ot the Goſpel; if he had been known 
to drop (though but er paſſant) a decent 
Word of the Church of Chriſt, or the Church 
of En: and, ot but to afford abare ſingle Com- 
pliment to the Preachers of it. But as (on 
the contrary) the whole Tenor of his Do- 
<trine is a Demonitration that he neither 
belt ves their Miſſion, regards their Intereſt, 
nor reſpects their Perions, it muſt be Calum- 
ny and mere Invention, to charge them with 


the 
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the leaſt Inclination to his Principles, or Sa- 
tis faction in his Writings. It is hardly pro- 
bable, that any conſiderable Number of that 
ſerious Body ſhould do ſo much Credit to 
Prophaneneſs and Sedition, as to receive the 
very Papers; nor will ic by credited in Af- 
ter- times, ſhould it happen to be told, that any 
(any onc) of that Order was ſo much the 
Author's humble Diſciple, as to adopt bis 
Name. 


One Thing however we have to thank 
him for, That he has given us a ſure Inti- 
mation of the Treaſure by Eis Sedulity to 
hide it. If we were otterwile never ſo blind 
to our Intereſts, our Enemies would inſtruct 
us. Their equal Animoſities againſt our 
King and his Clergy are a very tharp Admo- 
nition to us to unite curfelves with him. 
Common Danger is a natural Alliance; and 
it it could be ſuppoſed that we had ever 
been leſs zealous tor the Defender of cur 
Faith, or lets vigorous in ſupportiug the 
Honour and Interett of chat gracious Prince 
to whom wie have tworn Fidelity; yet now 
our Sufterings will drive us under his Wings; 
the Periccutions, in which we ſhare with 
him, muſt create a Sympathy, 


My Reverend Brethren, "Tis needleſs to 
repeat the Artifices that have been uſed to 
divide us from the Throne. There was a 


fatal 
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fatal Time, when the whole Nation was di- 
ſtracted; when every one ſcared his Neigh- 
bour out of his Wits with Ve Danger of the 
Church, and when the Fear of ſuch Danger 
did indeed produce it. I with I could ſay 
there were only a few of the leſs Cautious 
ot the Clergy, that were ſeized with the 
Pannick, and whoſe intemperate Zeal ſo 
clouded their Judgments, as to make them 
forget the Ground on which they ſtood! Bur 
it muſt be confeſs'd, that the Frenty was 
too general; and it was eaſy to foreſee what 
Advantages our Adverſaries would take of 
the Occaſion. The Miſconduct of ſome fit- 
ted them with an Opportunity to inveigh a- 
gainſt all; and, as the Prejudices againſt us 
before the Succeſſion were molt invidiouſly 
aggravated, ſo their Taunts and Triumphs, 
their Inſults and Reproaches have been ever 
ſince notorious. But, bleſſed be God, they 
have no farther prevailed! By the Mercy of 
Providence, and the Wiſdom of our So— 
en, we have hitherto eſcaped! 


It has been juſtly obſerv'd, that an Raw 
my to Religion 1s a Traytor to the King. 
This Maxim is always true, though not 
always ſo obvious and apparent. But now 
it is viſibly and profeſſedly fulfill'd in Dan- 
vers and his Diſciples. They own their 
Oppoſition, they pride themſelves in their 
Malice, they boatt of their Deſigns, and 

have 
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have given us a legible and open Liſt of the 
Forces muſter d againſt the King and 
Church. Inde pendent IWhigs, Republicans, 
and Facobites! Papiſis, Fanaticks, Deiſts, 
and {nfidels! A formidable Band! A tre- 
mendous Hoſt! But in the Day of Bartel 
who ſhall ſtir them up? What Principle 
have they to encourage them to be valiant 
in ſo infamous a Cauſe? And what is to be 
feared from Hearts ſhuddering with the 
Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, and the Wrath of 
the moſt High? 


I congratulate you therefore, my Reve- 
rend Brethren, on the ſure Proſpect of Sate- 
ty and Succeſs! Let us joy together that we 
have a contemptible Enemy, and an invin- 
cible Alliance! The Almighty is our 
Strength, his Vicegerent is our Friend! As 
we fear the one, let us honour the other: 
Let us make haſte to join him with Grati- 
tude and Affection due to a Protector, and 
make it our Endeavour that the Crown may 


flouriſh on himſelf and his Poſterity. 


It is yet in our Power to eaſe him of his 
Adverſaries, and to do ſomething for our 
ſelves. We have yet ſome Credit and In- 
tereſt in our Countries; and are not brought 
into that entire Contempt, that was de- 
ſign'd us, in our Pariſhes. It is therefore 
time, whilſt it is call'd ro Day, to beſtir 


our 
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dur ſclves, to cloſe our Ranks againſt 2 
ſecond Attack, and to form ourſelves into 
a ſtrong te Body under the Royal Stan- 
dard. I make no doubt but both Houſes 
of C n will joyfully lay hold on the 
fir ſt Opportunity to make publick Decla- 
rations of their grateful Reſentments; nor 
will it be difficult for the Members of the 
ſeveral Dioceſes to find a means to follow 
their Examples. Tis prudent and neceſſa- 
ry that the K g ſhould know we are u- 
11ver/ally diſpoſed to do our utmoſt to de- 
ſerve his Favour, and that on a proper Oc- 
ca/ion he may depend on a Zeal becoming a 
mott chan ful and diutiful Clergy, to the beft 
F Princes. This will wipe off the piti- 
tul Aſperſions contrived to deprive us of the 
Royal Confidence, and give a Check to the 
Devices of the grand Enemy of Souls, 
that are yet in Embrio. An inſeparable 
Harmony betwixt the Head and Members, 
will miniſter new Life, create new Spirits, 


quicken the flow and lukewarm, confirm 


the wavering, encourage the faint-hearred, 

and give us fure Hopes of Numbers ſuffi- 
cient to hold up the Balance, that was like 
to turn ſo fatally againſt us. 


It is a Demonſtration, that our All was 
at Stake; that the Shaft was aimed at 
our very Vitals; and that (except a few 
ſtaunch, generous, noble, never- to- be- for- 
gotten 
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gotten Individuals) there is no Party, no 
Body of Men, to whom we are obliged for 
Deliverance, but the K——g's own Ser- 
vants. We know whom to thank. 
It has indeed been a modern and mody 
Way of ſpeaking, that Ve ought to take the 
Speeches of the Maſter for the Sentiments of 
the M— y: But I think there is more 
Reaſon (I am ſure there is more Manners) 
in tranſpoſing the Terms of this ſage Hypo- 
theſis, and taking it e contrario. Be it how 
it will, we cannot be ſo blind but to ſee the 
Security we are to depend upon, or ſo void 
of Diſcretion as not to act accordingly. 


If prudent Meaſures be taken in Seaſon, 
we may yet hope to ſee a Majority of 
Friends to the Conſtitution both in Church 
and State; and then, (inſtead of being made 
a Sort of Outlaws, and deprived of the 
common Rights and Privileges of every o- 
ther Subject in England) we may rather 
expect a Vote or two to ſtrengthen our 
Hands, to confirm our Rights, to raiſe our 


Credit in ſome Proportion to the Dignity 


of our Otfice; and in ſhort, to enable us 
to do more Good in our Vocation. 


It muſt be confeſs d, that any Hopes of 
this Nature, at the preſent Juncture, may 


ſeem chimerical! But it has often been ob- 
— ſerv'd, 
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ſerv'd, that nothing violent is laſting ; that 
Extremes da commonly beget Alterations 
and that Times or Fathions are neareſt to 
an Amendment, when they are come to 
the worſt. I am therefore inclined to flat- 
ter myſelf in earneſt, that a better Caſt is 
at hand; and that (as Afflictions generally 
teach Diſcretion) we ſhall play it with 
more Caution. Not that we have need of 
the leaſt Chicane, Intrigue, or Reſerve! 
The Chriſtian Religion, or the Church of 
England, require no Arts or Means for their 
Detence, but what may be fairly own'd in 
the Market, or on the Houſe-Top. As 
my Warfare is under the Auipices of the 
Lord of Light, I ſcorn to keep my Forces 
in Ambuſh, or to conceal my Projects, in 
order to introduce them one after another 
in the Dark or by Surprize; but ſhall act 
with an Openneſs and Generoſity unknown 
to the Adverſary, and declare at once my 
whole Scheme and the Extent of my Am- 
bition. 


The firſt of my Wiſhes is to fee the Set- 
tlement of a mall Fund, for the ſpeedy 
Augmentation of poor Livings in Market 
Towns. The Reaſons for this are as obvi- 
ous as numerous: The Laboriouſneſs of the 
Cure; the Importance of the Truſt; the 


Deluge of Vice; the Multiiude of Diſſen- 
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ters and diſſaffected Perſons in ſuch Places: 
To theſe I muy add, the Inſolence the Cu- 
rate of + ran Fortune or Income mutt al- 
ways expect irom pragmatical Tradeſmen; 
whole conſtant Rule is, to proportion their 
Reſpect to what a Man can /ay out; and 
who every Ho:lday throw off their Humi- 
lity together with their Apron, and ſtart up 
in an Iuſtant ſo many dogmatical Divines, 
Casta Generals, Stateſmen, and Privy- 
Counj s. 


It is hardly to be expected that Men of 
Spirit, or any great Abilitics, will under— 
take a Cme under all theſe Diſcourage- 
ments: Aid ſhould this happen (as ſome- 
times it does) yet is it at a very great Diſ- 
advantage, that a Threadbare Coat or tat- 
rer'd Crape (as ſome delight to call it) 
encounters with Gentlemen ſo great and ſo 
wile in their own Conceits. I therefore 
conſidered the Proviſion above, as a ſpeci- 
fick Remedy for this very bad Circum- 
{tance in our Conſtitution ; and took the 
Liberty in the Beginning of King George 
the firſt, to make the Propoſal to a then 
very great Prelate of our Church. It was 
indeed but coldly received, as an unſcaſona- 
ble Motion: But had it come from the 
Throne (as I deſired it might) I am till 
of Opinion it would have given a Check 
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to all Sorts of Sectaries, been a ſtronger Se- 
curity to the Royal Family than the ſtand- 


ing Army, and have faved the Nation Mil- 
lions of Treaſure. 


I ſhould alſo be glad (as any one whatſo- 
ever) to ſce a ſharp Diſcouragement put 
upon Law-Suits for Tythes. It is certainly 
a Defect in any Conſtitution, when the Re- 
medy is worſe than the Diſeaſe; and when 
Men are forced to ſpend three or fourſcore 
Pounds about a ſorry Demand of three or 
tour Shillings. But, by Leave of our Re- 
formers, where is the Hardſhip in theſe 
Caſes? On which Side 1s the Juſtice of the 
Complaint; and who is to be pityed but the 
poor Vicar? Who is forced to ſue for every 
Triſe, and yet thoſe Trifles are the very 
Elements that make up the Body of his 
Income. Now what can be a better or 
more effectual Reſtraint on contentious Spi- 
rits than to oblige them fully to indemnify 
the injur'd Party? What is more equitable 
than that an obſtinate Pariſhioner, who re- 
fuſes to pay his juſt Tythes (where there is 
no Diſpute in Law or Cuſtom) ſhould de- 
fray the whole Cot of the Suit? (I mean the 
whole Attorney's Bill, with the preſent 
new Articles, Augmentation of Fees, Cc. 
for it is a Banter on Juſtice to pretend to 
give Coſt, and yet tax away three Parts of 
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it: Whatever an Attorney may lawfully 
demand of his own Client, why may he 
not as lawfully demand of the Adverſary?) 
For according tothe preſent Method of the 
Courts in giving Coſt, &c. a Number of 
Men of deep Purſes and proud Stomachs 
agreeing together, may eafily ruin a poor 
Vicar, by forcing him to a tedious and 
chargeable Suit for every Bit of Bread he 
eats. However (be it known) to avoid all 
Appearance of Selfiſhneſs and Partiality, I 
would vote (as I ſaid) that the Law were 
two-edg'd; and that on the other fide a 
troubleſeme, litigious Par/con (upon juſt 
Conviction ) ſhould have the ſame Mea- 
ſure. 


There is another Hardſhip upon the poor 


Vicars, which I muſt confeſs is much eaſi- 


er to be lamented than amended: I mean 
the unconſcionable Modus's that have crept 
into ſo many Parithes through Alteration of 
the Value of Coin, as well as through the 
ſimoniacal Contrivances of greedy Patrons. 
However, theſe might be poſſibly ſoften'd 
by little and little (and finally fertled by the 
Rate or Pound) without any great Ditticul- 
ty, or any prodigious Outcries. But I doubt 
ſuch happy Reformations mutt be dererr'd :!l 
the Halcyon and glorious Days ſhall arri, 


when the Saints ſhall be Incumbents. 
1 E 109% 
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I know many good Men, who have had 
it in their Hearts to put ſome legal Re- 
itraint on Scoffers and Blaſphemers : But I 
own, this is a tender Point, and requires a 
Maiterpicce of Contrivance and political 
Wiſdom ; leſt, under the Pretence of de- 
tending the Truth, an Embargo be laid on 
the Freedom of thinking and enquiring af- 
ter it. Yet, would there be any Injuſt ice 
in giving a moderate Rebuke to Perſons 
who ſhall be found guilty (by a proper In- 
queſt) of fully, cauſeleſsly, deſignedly, and 
maliciouſly ſtirring up Diſaffection againſt 
Church, or State? And is not libelling, 


lampooning, or abuſing any eſtabliſhed Or- 


der or Profeſſion of Men, as worthy a Penal- 
ty, as doing the fame by any private Per- 
fon ? 


But there is one Grievance I muſt beg 
leave to propoſe with alittle more Courage; 
and as it concerns all Chriſtians in general, 
I am inclined to hope for greater Numbers 
ro ſupport me in the Complaint. About 
the Time that 'Squire Gordon had an Eſtate 
bequeathed him as the ſuppoſed Author of 
the Independent Whig (a Book the mot 
abſurdly witty, prophanely ſerious, fallaci- 
ouſly plauſible, miſchievouſly ſententious, 
and rhetorically nonſenſical, that ever was 
printed) 


Ma is ac: RS rob 


1 

rinted) about that time, I ſay, was pub- 
liſhed a ſmall Pamphlet (entitled, AI Short 
Way with Infidelity) in which was remon- 
ſtrated the great Inequality or Diſadvantage 
of Chriſtians in this Nation with reſpect to 
Oaths, both as Qualifications, and judicial 
Evidences. The Arguments of the Author 
need not be repeated; for it is but too ob- 
vious to Men of the leaſt Penetration, that 
if two Perſons ſwear on the Goſpel (that is, 
pawn or gage all the Regard they have to it, 
or Intereſt in it) for the Truth of what they 
depoſe, or promiſe ; the one of whom be- 
lieves it as the Oracles of God, and prizes 
it as the Letter of that Deed by which he 
is entitled to Salvation; and the other eſteems 
it no more than the Hiſtory of Tom Thumb, 
or Robinſon Cruſoe ; in this Caſe, I ſay (and 
the Caſe is often in Fact) any Eye may ſee 
the Diſadvantage of the Chriſtian, whilſt 
he is bound to Sincerity 1n the ſtrongeſt Se- 
curity in the World, and the other in no 
Security at all. 


I know ſuch Men will be boaſting of their 
Honour, and pretending to give you that as 
an Equivalent: But, what is Honour, or 
what Security is there in that Notion, that 
is not a thouſand times firmer in a Chriſtian, 
than in a Deiſt or Infidel ? Is Honour @ Re- 
gard to what Men will jay of us* How 

- | fecbly 
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feebly then will it operate in the dark, where 
there is no Witneſs but God and Conſci- 
ence ; and how mean a Gage is the Repu- 
tation of a Freethinker, in compariſon of that 
of a Servant of Chriſt. 


I take Honour (when ſpoken of in this 
Senſe, as a Virtue of the Mind) to be ſtrict- 
ly defined, The Value a Man ſets upon him- 

ſelf; for therefore does he ſcorn a Lye, a 
Cheat, or other baſe and dirty Action, be- 
cauſe he thinks it unworthy the Being he 
takes himſelf to be. And in this Light al- 
ſo the Diſadvantage in the Chriſtian is ſtill 
greater. For what Eſteem or Value can 
that unhappy Man ſet upon his Perſon, who 
looks on himſelf as a Creature made by 
chance, a momentary, mortal, material Ma- 
chine, like the reſt of the Animals, or (as a 
pious Doctor has drawn the Picture) an 
ugly, ſquallid, deformed Yahoo with leſs Per- 
fection ti an a Horſe * Whereas on the other 
Side, if there be a Set of Men (as Chriſtians 
undoubtedly are) who really believe, that 
they had their Exiſtence from a great, good, 
and wiſe Creator, and that after his own 
Image, that they were made for his Glory, 
and are to live for ever in his Preſence; thar 
the Son of God himſelf took upon him 
their Form, and died for their Salvation ; 
that Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſed to adopt them 
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as Members of his Body, Children of his 
Father, and Coheirs of his Kingdom; that 
the Conditions to qualify them for theſe in- 
eſtimable Privileges are Truth and Virtue, 
Purity and Temperance, Honeſty and Inte- 
grity, and an Imitation of the moral Per fe- 
ctions of the Ever- bleſſed Go p: I ſay, theſe 
noble Sentiments and Principles of Action 
(ſhould they prove to be Miſtakes) would 
inſpire a Man with Honour, will excite him 
to ſet a price upon himſelf above all the 
Temptations of a tranſitory State, will fix 
in him a noble and generous Scorn of every 
Action that is below the Dignity he ſo juſt- 
ly aſſumes. 


Now, the Remedy propoſed (and which 
I ſhall ever think reaſonable) for this miſe- 
rable Inequality, was, That 20 Perſon in 
this Nation (a Society of Chriſtians) ſhould 
have the Benefit of ſwearing by the Goſpel of 


| Chriſt, that (either in Writing or deliberate 


Speaking) ſhould be convicted of denying it 
to be the Word of God. 


Nor would this be ſuch a Bar to the 
Buſineſs of the Nation, as at firſt fight it 
may ſeem: For this Stagnation of Affairs 
might be wiſely prevented by fixing a Day 
for this Poiſon (as has been done by Geneva, 
and others) after which none ſhall be pub- 
lickly 


K 
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lickly vended. And though this Expedient 
may not much alter the Faith, or better the 
Security of the preſent Generation, yet how- 
ever, it will do conſiderable Service in put- 
ting a Check to the direful Contagion, and 


be a bleſſed Means of ſaving our Poſte- 
rity. 


If in the Judgments of our ſage Politi- 
cians ſuch fine Genius's are not to be diſ- 
couraged, if neither their Services to the 


State, nor their Evidences in the Courts of 


Judicature are to be ſpared, nor yet their 
Tongues bridled, I have one Expedient 
more: Let them however give us the 
beſt Security they can upon their own Prin- 
ciples: Let them deliver into Court a Canon 
of thoſe Books they hold as their Oracles : 
Let every one produce his own Rule Faith, 
and be obliged very reverently to ſalute it (in- 


ſtead of the Bible) for the Honour of the 


God or No-god he confides in. 


Such a Statute as this will be of ſome 
little farther Service to Truth; as it will 
(like the Barrel to the Whale) give a ſmall 
Diverſion to the Lucians and Democritus's, 
by ſetting em a-laughing one at another. 
Laugh they muſt, tis in their Conſtitution: 
And here they will have a large Field and a 
plentiful Harveſt, and can never be in * 
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of Matter for their Jokes. How will they 
ſhake their Sides to ſee a grave Sen—r walk 
into Court, and piouſly quality himſelf for 
ſome new Dignity, by ing the Calve-ſkin 
of a Tol—d or Tind—/!? What an Enter- 
tainment will it afford, to hear Squire 
8 e venerably depoſing on his pro- 
found Devotion to an Jriſb D—n or an 
Engliſh P—e? And what Farce can com- 
pare with the Sight of ſo many fine 
Gentlemen and Ladies ſolemnly ſwear- 
ing as they hope to be ſaved by the Plain Ac- 
count ? 


After all, I confeſs that Religious Sub- 
jects are of the moſt ſerious Conſequence ; 
and 'tis pity but they were treated in the 
moſt ſerious Manner. But our Misfortune 
is, to have to do with thoſe whoſe chief Ar- 
guments are only from their Teeth ; and a 
very good Way is ſometimes to anſwer them 
according to their Folly. I never knew them 
ſo cruelly mortifyed, as by the ingenious 
Phil. Lipfienſis; who magiſterially laſh'd 
them as pert Dunces, and demonſtrated 
them as to be the very Ideots and Ig- 
noramus's that their Grinning beroken'd 
them, 
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But Jeſting apart. Theſe, my good 
Brethren, are the Projects J have harboured 
fot the external Security and Honour of 
our Church as by Law eſtabliſhed. As 
theſe, I hope, are moſt juſt and reaſon- 
able, ſo I remember the Time when we 
wanted not Intereſt to recommend them. 
But the Misfortune was, our two Heu- 
ſes then waſted their Strength by inte- 
ſtine Diſputes; and our Footing was 
loſt by aiming at a Mark that was above 
our Reach. An affected Charity for Non- 
jurors made too many of us incline to 
their Principles; and whilſt they had 
the Addreſs to re- inſtil into our Breaſts 
the obſolete Doctrines of Paſſive Obe- 
dience, and the Independency of the (vi- 
ſible) Church, as well as an unjuſtifiable 
Warmth againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters; 
they inſenſibly drew us from the very 
Fundamentals of the Revolution, and 
got us to take ſuch high Flights, as 
have ever fince expoſed us to the Taunts 
and Reproaches of Unbelievers and Re- 
publicans. | 


But Moderation is a true Siſter of Con- 
| jtancy; and both together will be the der- 
nier Reſort, and the only Stability both of 

Church 
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Church and State. The Times may hap- 
| pen, when the one or the other may not 
| be practiſed, or approved; but after all 
F Excurſions and Vagaries, thither we muſt 
; return! The Way 1s therefore to fix our- 
ſelves at the Point, whither we muſt elſe 
be driven; to diſregard the Revilings of 

haſty and paſſionate Men; and whilſt 
Truth is with us, only to pray for thoſe thar 


are againſt us, 


For my Part, I have ever been an Ene- 
my both co Tyranny and Anarchy, and have 
an equal Abhorrence of Perſecution on one 
Hand, and a profane Remiſſneſs and Li- 
| centiouſneſs on the other. I know both 
Power and Liberty will be abuſed; and am 

therefore for giving proper Limits to each. 
I could heartily wiſh that no Miniſter or 
Diſciple of the 323 would think 
of promoting his Kingdom upon Earth by 
thoſe fiery Methods that are oppoſite to his 
| Spirit; and joyful ſhould I be, if Scoffers 
| and Blaſphemers did meet with no counte- 
nance from Perſons, whoſe Offices, Con- 
ſciences, and Intereſts, require their Sup- 
preſſion, 
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7 If in all this, or any one Particular, you 
f find me in the wrong, I call upon you to 
admoniſh 
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admoniſh me as a Brother, and promiſe to 
hear you with the Humility of a Diſciple. 
T have not tired you with a tedious Repe- 
tition of Vouchers or Authorities for the 
Facts I have hinted at, becauſe I am ſenſi- 
ble you are more converſant in the World 
than myſelf; better acquainted with the 
Corruptions of the Age, the Violence of 
Faction, the Prejudices, Caprices, and Ma- 
lice of Foes to our Conſtitution, and the 
Proteſtant Settlement. However, as my 
Sentiments are the ſincere Product of ma- 
ture Deliberation, and forty Years Expe- 
rience; and confirmed by the Suffrages of 
much wiſer Men; I flatter myſelf they are 
moſt of them tenible. But if any Se& or 
Perſon with whom I have taken the Liber- 
ty to differ, ſhall think themſelves injur'd; 
if Papiſt, Jacobite, Independent Whig, or 
Non-conformiſt, ſhall think fit to chal- 
lenge me as Gentlemen or Scholars, I ſhall 
not refuſe them the Satisfaction of a Chri- 


ſtian. 


I ſhall be truly ſorry, if any thing I have 
ſaid ſhall give Offence to you, my Reve- 
rend Brethren; and therefore I beſeech 
you, in the Name of God, to put the moſt 
candid and charitable Conſtructions (if 

any 


751 


any of my Expreſſions happen to be dubi- 


ous) and to believe me, Gentlemen, 


Nur Moſt Affectionate Brother, 


AND 


Obedient, Humble Servant. 


FRANCIs SQUIRE. 
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